Human placental trophoblast in regions of high and low environmental pollution. A histochemical and morphological study.
The authors demonstrate the dependence of development of a uniform layer of syncytiotrophoblast with good cytochrome oxidase activity in placental villi on the absence of noxious industrial by-products in the environment of the pregnant woman. The degree of deviation from the developmental norm observed in regions free from industrial pollution can serve as measure of the degree of that pollution in urban-industrial regions.